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Seattle Golfers Raise $240,000 to Help End Global Poverty  
at the PartnershipsInAction Golf Tournament 

 
Seattle, Washington – August 11, 2008 – Today at the Golf Club at Newcastle, 144 golfers took a swing at 
ending global poverty at the annual PartnershipsInAction Golf Tournament.  PartnershipsInAction Golf is an 
initiative of Aga Khan Foundation U.S.A. (AKF USA) to raise funds and awareness to eliminate hunger, 
disease, illiteracy and poverty in Africa and Asia. Approximately $240,000 was raised at today’s charity event. 
 
With over half of the world’s population surviving on less than $2 per day, golfers participating at the 
tournament help communities in some of the poorest areas of Africa and Asia create long-term, self-help 
solutions to reduce conditions of poverty. 100% of donations and all net proceeds from the PartnershipsInAction 
Golf tournament go directly to projects supported by the Foundation; not a cent is spent on administration. AKF 
USA is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service code. 
 
The Foundation invests in people to help impoverished communities and families seize the opportunity to move 
toward greater choice and voice in order to improve their lives. By promoting quality education for girls in 
Afghanistan, improving health care for mothers and infants in India and placing tools for economic 
empowerment into the hands of farmers in East Africa, the Foundation helps them build the skills necessary to 
lead self-sufficient, healthy and dignified lives. 
 
While enjoying a day out on the green with friends and colleagues, PartnershipsInAction Golf offers Americans 
an opportunity to create broader awareness about the role that grassroots development projects play in 
promoting peace and strengthening democracy. Since its launch in 2007, PartnershipsInAction Golf tournaments 
have been held in major cities around the U.S. raising nearly $1 million with over 1,900 golfers and sponsors 
participating.  Throughout 2008 tournaments take place in Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, San 
Antonio, Seattle and other major U.S. cities. Visit www.partnershipgolf.org for further information.  
 
The inaugural PartnershipsInAction Golf Tournament in Seattle was a grand affair, held on a beautiful sunny 
summer day. With stunning mountain and city vistas at every hole, the Golf Club at Newcastle’s signature 
course offered first-class amenities to the golfers and guests. The tournament featured varied contests at each 
hole that excited and engaged golfers throughout the day – ranging from entertaining on-course contests such as 
Beat the Pro, Bocchi Ball and Cheating for Charity to pampering massages, BBQ grills, ice cream and much 
more. The tournament was followed by an awards banquet and live auction hosted by emcee, John Curly of 
King 5 TV and Evening Magazine.  
 
One of the highlights of the event was entertainment from Drum Café that was thoroughly enjoyed by all 
participants and energized the golfers and audience before the commencement of the award banquet. Mr. Akhtar 
Badshah, Senior Director of the Community Affairs at Microsoft Corporation delivered a poignant keynote 
speech highlighting the work of Aga Khan Foundation, noting the partnership between Microsoft’s Unlimited 
Potential program and the Aga Khan Development Network. The Honorable Brad Owen, Lieutenant Governor  
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of Washington shared some insightful remarks and then delighted the audience in demonstrating his talent by 
performing on his personal saxophone, which he generously donated as an item for the live auction.  Another 
rare moment of the tournament was when one player got the hole-in-one.  Winner Nick Perrault was awarded a 
new 2008 Saturn Astra for his success at getting the hole-in-one on hole #10. 
 
PartnershipsInAction Golf is inspired by the tremendous success of Partnership Walk – an annual event to raise 
awareness and funds to help people lift themselves out of poverty, now in its 14th year in the U.S. Both 
Partnership Golf and Walk are PartnershipsInAction initiatives give individuals an opportunity to actively take 
part in advancing human dignity and peace around the globe through volunteerism, awareness-raising and 
contributions. PartnershipsInAction represent AKF USA’s growing portfolio of programs including Partnership 
Golf and Tennis Tournaments, Softball Classic, corporate and professional networking events, film screenings, 
essay and art competitions, education activities, among others. Since 1995, PartnershipsInAction events have 
attracted over 250,000 participants and raised $29 million nationwide. PartnershipsInAction, an initiative of Aga 
Khan Foundation U.S.A. and its volunteers in communities across America, involve young and old in a 
compassionate effort as global citizens to build bridges of hope reaching across boundaries of race, religion, 
creed, age and gender. 
 
Aga Khan Foundation U.S.A., established in 1981, is a private, non-denominational, non-profit international 
development organization committed to the struggle against hunger, disease and illiteracy. The Foundation 
works to address the root causes of poverty by sharing innovative solutions and by supporting over 100 
programs in health, education, rural development, civil society and the environment in 18 countries in East 
Africa and South and Central Asia.  Using community-based approaches to meet basic human needs, the 
Foundation builds the capacity of community and non-governmental organizations to have a lasting impact on 
reducing poverty.   
 
The Foundation is part of the Aga Khan Development Network (www.akdn.org), a network of private, non-
denominational, development agencies around the world, established by His Highness the Aga Khan to 
empower communities and individuals, often in disadvantaged circumstances, improve living conditions and 
opportunities. The overarching goal of the Network’s programs is to help poor communities achieve a level of 
self-reliance whereby they are able to plan their own futures. His Highness the Aga Khan is the Founder and 
Chairman of the Board of Aga Khan Foundation and 49th hereditary Imam of the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims. 
The Network’s agencies work for the common good of all citizens, regardless of their gender, origin or religion 
and its underlying impulse is the ethic of compassion for the vulnerable of society. 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Dr. Karim Alibhai, Convener, Seattle PartnershipsInAction Golf Team   
phone: (425) 503-9669 email: seattle@partnershipgolf.org 
 
Ms. Martha Sipple, Communications & Public Affairs Officer, Aga Khan Foundation U.S.A. 
office: 202-293-2537   mobile: 202-203-0838   email: msipple@akfusa.org  
 


